UGC NET 


Arab Culture & Islamic Studies 


Study Notes on 


SUFISM & PHILOSOPHY 
(Major Personalities) 


Prepared by: 
Bahir Abdu Raheem 


SUFISM & PHILOSOPHY 


Contents: 
15. “HASAN AE BASRI 2: sesagseteartndecitigeant wud aad ingercengendacinelen pet eta be lnn sad 03 
2, ABU YAZID-AL SISTAM! occ caiintietan ak widen G aan 04 
5. JUNAID AL- BAGHDADN isc chccactiiactvei a hie enti eased ee eouinunta wes 05 
4. MANSUR AL HALLAS 0000... eeee cee ceneeeeeeeeseeeceeeeeeecesesneeeseeeeeeeeeeees 06 
Be  ALVAUIWIRE s25.5.d050, tiga teen eee ee 07 
GAL GHAZAL es se martrene etna pialuctyshelateteaina taste hs atinruhdie uanshites adams 08 
Fo. MBN PALA BI o2.:5t5 4 spccrostistid es low cayta roersienseay dea nedstivenss edeatnds Ga estaaemeeneeneavenetyads 09 
Sei PAE REN DI iscsi os sectoreedttet toe ein acense cachet ovbe teen be evil he ucbigs uk hiswtabaapabutnercincn Pea nerieaatis 11 
Os FAL FARRABL ipa t acer ececese ete cece ec en ec raeehde eeemates 12 
10. IBN SINA (Avicenna) ou... cc ceccccscceesecesceeseeeesceeeneeeeeensieeeecensneaeeeeseeaeenseatee 13 
11s FL MAAR DN ac, scnctdecsiea stounsegidvecoca sucarunnlesenut dues (onsusthsepoes ust omed eas eared eeemaau hs 14 
12... IBN RUSHD (AVerroes)). 3 s.ssiduciscdsasessussudseeshedd aveserad vsrvetacasndvasipeavedeuveoncestas 15 
05: BIN TAI VN ccs oct sacs aes eects aceasta ae statute hacen seca stetatewntetlg Gans 16 
14. IBN: KHALDUN acc ouicntienian nieoneea acon hee 18 
155 ALIMIAD  SURPIUNDD sceoces sce ireisze isa tings (envaveussneytasnaieacsenueoeasnea efiaaieernas wocarsaeadad 19 
16. SHAH WALIULLAH DEHLAWL .....0000.0. cece cee ceeceeeee cess ceaeeeneeneeeeeeees 20 
17+ SIR SVED AHMAD: KAHAN ioc etches seectaneepeecateateeeeepatderionttaqeces 21 
18.-SHIBEI-NOMANDE ssasacariaica ta ran aig Bates cal al ace eae ea eee 22 
19) ALE AMANOBAE ogi cies teeteiest te edpesviterpep iaceeecatnt tacd at Aadatp oenaticeaeeunecsseeats 23 
20. MAULANA ILYAS KANDHLAWI ....0000000 ccc ec ceceeeee cee eentee sees eeeeeeeeeeens 24 
21. ABUL KALAM- AZAD wa acca eee eee Gea weie 25 
22. ABUL A’LA MAUDUD ...0000.. cc cccccterteneeeceseeecnecaecaeeeecesesaeaeeeeenes 26 


HASAN AL BASRI 
Abt Sa‘td ibn Abt al-Hasan Yasar al-Basri 


Born: 642 AD — Medina 
Died: 728 AD — Basra 

Hasan al Basri was an early Muslim preacher, ascetic, theologian, exegete, scholar, judge, and 
mystic. 
He belonged to the second generation of Muslims, all of whom would subsequently be referred 
to as the tabi'Un in Sunni Islamic piety. 
His mother, Khayra, is said to have been a maidservant of one of the prophet Muhammad's wives, 
Umm Salama (d. 683), while his father, Peroz, was a Persian slave who originally hailed from 
southern Iraq. 
The various extant biographies relate that Hasan was once nursed by Umm Salama,[34] and that 
his mother took him after his birth to the caliph Umar (d. 644), who is related to have blessed him 
with the prayer: "O God! Please do make him wise in the faith and beloved to all people." 
The various early sources on Hasan's life relate that he frequently studied at the feet of Ali (d. 661) 
during this period, who is said to have taught Hasan while the latter was still "an adolescent." 
As a young man, Hasan took part in the campaigns of conquest in eastern Iran (ca. 663) and worked 
as a jewel-merchant, prior to forsaking the business and military life for that of a pure ascetic and 
scholar. 
It was during this latter period that he openly began to criticize the policies of the governors in 
lraq, even stirring up the authorities to such a degree that he actually had to flee for the safety of 
his life under the reign of Hajjaj, whose anger Hasan had roused due to his forthright 
condemnation of Hajjaj's founding of Wasit in 705. 
One of Hasan's closest companions from this period was his fellow ascetic and mystic Farqad as- 
Sabakhi (d. 729), an Armenian Christian convert to Islam. 
Hasan grew up in Medina for the vast portion of his early life, prior to his family's move to Basra 
after the Battle of Siffin. 
Hasan, revered for his austerity and support for "renunciation" (zuhd), preached against 
worldliness and materialism during the early days of the Umayyad Caliphate, with his passionate 
sermons casting a "deep impression on his contemporaries." 
His close relationships with several of the most prominent companions of the prophet Muhammad 
only strengthened his standing as a teacher and scholar of the Islamic sciences. 
Hasan stands as the "great patriarch" of early Sufism with his name occurring "in many mystical 
silsilas going back to Muhammad" in the writings of Sunni mystics from the ninth-century onwards. 
There are traditions which relate that some of Hasan's contemporaries did indeed identify him as 
one of the abdal of that period. 
As one scholar has explained, the essence of Hasan's message was "otherworldliness, abstinence, 
poverty, and reverential fear of God, although he also spoke of the knowledge and love of God, 
which he contrasted with love and knowledge of the world. 
The particular disciplines in which he is said to have excelled included exegesis (tafsir) of the Quran 
as well as theology and mysticism . 
Very few of Hasan's original writings survive, with his proverbs and maxims on various subjects 
having been transmitted primarily through oral tradition by his numerous disciples. 


The only complete manuscripts we have bearing his name are apocryphal works such as the Risalat 
al-qadar ila ‘Abd al-Malik. 
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ABU YAZID AL BISTAMI 
Abi Yazid Tayfir b. ‘Isa b. Surishan al-Bistami 


Born: 804 AD —- Bistam, Iran (Abbasid Caliphate) 
Died: 874 AD — Bistam 


Abu Yazid al Bistami commonly known in the Iranian world as ‘Bayazid Bistami’ was a Persian Sufi 
from north-central Iran. 

Bayazid's grandfather, Sorushan, was a Zoroastrian who converted to Islam. 

He spent most of his time isolated in his house, and the mosque. 

He welcomed people into his house to discuss Islam. Like his father and uncles, Bayazid led a life 
of asceticism and renounced all worldly pleasures in order to be one with Allah The Exalted. 
Ultimately, this led Bayazid to a state of "self union" which, according to many Sufi orders, is the 
only state a person could be in order to attain unity with God. 

Bastami's predecessor Dhul-Nun al-Misri had formulated the doctrine of ma'rifa (gnosis), 
presenting a system which helped the murid and the sheikh (guide) to communicate. 

Bayazid Bastami took this a step further and emphasized the importance of religious ecstasy in 
Islam, referred to in his words as drunkenness (Sukr or wajd), a means of self-annihilation in the 
Divine Presence of the Creator. 

Before him, the Sufi path was mainly based on piety and obedience and he played a major role in 
placing the concept of divine love at the core of Sufism. 

Known to future Sufis as Sultan-ul-Arifin (King of the Gnostics), Bistami is considered to be one of 
the expositors of the state of fand, the notion of dying in mystical union with Allah. 

Bastami was famous for "the boldness of his expression of the mystic’s complete absorption into 
the mysticism" 

Bistamt is characterized in three different ways: a free thinking radical, a pious Sufi who is deeply 
concerned with following the sha'ria and engaging in "devotions beyond the obligatory," and a 
pious individual. 

The early biographical reports portray him as a wanderer but also as the leader of teaching circles. 
The early biographers describe him as a mystic who dismissed excessive asceticism; but who was 
also scrupulous about ritual purity, to the point of washing his tongue before chanting God's 
names. 

He also appreciated the work of the great jurists. 

A measure that shows how influential his image remains in posterity is the fact that he is named 
in the lineage (silsila) of one of the largest Sufi brotherhoods today, the Naqshbandi order. 
Bayazid died in 874 CE and is likely buried in Bistam. There is also a shrine in Kirikhan, Turkey in 
the name of Bayazid Bastami. 
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JUNAID AL BAGHDADI 
Abu 'l-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Junayd al-Baghdadi 


Born: 835 AD — 
Died: 910 AD — 


Titled as ‘Sayyid at-Taifa’ 

Junaid al-Baghdadi was a Persian mystic and one of the most famous of the early Islamic saints. 
He is a central figure in the spiritual lineage of many Sufi orders. 

He was raised by his uncle Sirri Saqti after being orphaned as a boy. 

His traditional hagiography continues by stating that Junayd went back to Baghdad and took up 
selling glasses. However, he spent most of the time in prayer. Hence, he retired to the porch of 
Sirri Saqti's house and kept himself away from worldly matters devoting his thoughts only to God. 
He made the practice of asceticism (zuhd) and continues with withdrawal from society, intensive 
concentration on devotion (ibadah) and remembrance (dhikr) of God, sincerity (ikhlas), and 
contemplation (muraqaba) respectively; contemplation produces fana. 

His early education included teachings from Abu Thawr, Abu 'Ubayd, al-Harith al-Muhdasib!, and 
Sari ibn Mughallas. 

Junayd spend 40 years in his mystic course praying while sacrificing his sleep and any other worldly 
desires but then a conceit in his heart arose that he has achieved his goal. 

The intensity of ishq poured out of speech of Junayd such that out of the 40 people he first 
preached, 18 died and 22 fainted. 

His caliph and most dear disciple was Abu Bakr Shibli. 

Junayd helped establish the "sober" school of Sufi thought, which meant that he was very logical 
and scholarly about his definitions of various virtues, tawhid, etc. Sober Sufism is characterized by 
people who "experience fana [and] do not subsist in that state of selfless absorption in God but 
find themselves returned to their senses by God. Such returnees from the experience of 
selflessness are thus reconstituted as renewed selves," just like an intoxicated person sobering up. 
He constantly uses precise words and language specific to try and describe God, the longing for 
Him, and the human condition. 

His ornate language immediately turns off most people, but Junayd had a reason for writing so 
cryptically. 

He taught in Baghdad throughout his lifetime and because of his importance in Sufi theology, 
Junayd was often referred to as the "Sultan". 

Junayd has always been difficult to read for scholars because most of his writings have been lost 
to time. 
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MANSUR AL HALLAJ 
Abd 'l-Mugith Al-Husayn bin Mansur al-Hallaj 


Born: 858 AD — Fars (Persia, Iran) 
Died: 922 AD — Baghdad (Abbasid Caliphate) 


Mansur Al Hallaj was a Persian mystic, poet and teacher of Sufism. 
Al-Hallaj memorized the Qur'an before he was 12 years old and would often retreat from worldly 
pursuits to join other mystics in study at the school of Sahl al-Tustari. 
During this period Al-Hallaj lost his ability to speak Persian and later wrote exclusively in Arabic. 
He set out on a pilgrimage to Mecca. In Mecca he made a vow to remain for one year in the 
courtyard of the sanctuary in fasting and total silence. 
Al-Hallaj left for eastern Iran and remained there for five years, preaching in the Arab colonies and 
fortified monasteries that housed volunteer fighters in the jihad, after which he was able to return 
and install his family in Baghdad. 
After returning to his family in Baghdad, al-Hallaj began making proclamations that aroused 
popular emotion and caused anxiety among the educated classes. 
He is best known for his saying: "/ am the Truth" (Ana'l-Haqq), which many saw as a claim to 
divinity, while others interpreted it as an instance of annihilation of the ego which allows God to 
speak through the individual. 
The words he spoke during the last night in his cell are collected in Akhbar al-Hallaj. Thousands of 
people witnessed his execution on the banks of the Tigris River. 
His body was doused in oil and set alight, and his ashes were then scattered into the river. 
Al-Hallaj gained a wide following as a preacher before he became implicated in power struggles of 
the Abbasid court and was executed after a long period of confinement on religious and political 
charges. 
Major Works: 

o Kitabu Tawasin (a series of eleven short works) 

o Diwan al-Hallaj (collected poems) 

o Akhbar al-Hallaj 

© Twenty-seven Riwayat (stories or narratives) collected by his disciples 
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ALI AL HUJWIRI 
Abu 'l-Hasan ‘All b. ‘Uthman b. ‘Alt al-Ghaznawi al-Jullabt al-Hujwiri 


Born: 1009 AD — Hujwir, (Ghaznavid Empire) 
Died: 1072 AD — Lahore 


Ali Hujwiri / Data Ganj Bakhsh was an 11th-century Persian Sunni Muslim mystic, theologian, and 
preacher from Ghazna. 
Ali Hujwiri is believed to have contributed "significantly" to the spread of Islam in South Asia 
through his preaching,[6] with one historian describing him as "one of the most important figures 
to have spread Islam in the Indian subcontinent." 
Ali Hujwiri travelled "widely through the Ghaznavid Empire and beyond, spending considerable 
time in Baghdad, Nishapur, and Damascus, where he met many of the pre-eminent Sufis of his 
time." 
In matters of jurisprudence, he received training in the Hanafi rite of orthodox Sunni law under 
various teachers. As for his Sufic training, he was linked through his teacher al-Khuttall to al-Husri, 
Abu Bakr Shibli, and Junayd of Baghdad. 
As a Sunni Muslim, Hujwiri believed it was a spiritual necessity to follow one of the orthodox 
schools of religious law, being himself a staunch follower of the Hanafi school of orthodox Sunni 
jurisprudence. 
For Hujwiri, all true and orthodox mystical activity needed to take place within the boundaries of 
the religious law. 
According to Ali Hujwiri, purely secular dancing "has no foundation either in the religious law of 
Islam or in the path of Sufism, because all reasonable men agree that it is a diversion when it is in 
earnest, and an impropriety when it is in jest." 
His tomb-shrine in Lahore, popularly known as Data Darbar, is one of the most frequented shrines 
in South Asia. 
Major Works: 
o Kashf al Mahjub (the "earliest formal treatise" on Sufism in Persian) 
o Diwan (a collection of the saint's poems) 
o. Kashf al-Asrar 
o Minhdj al-Din (a work containing detailed account of those Companions of Muhammad 
whom Ali Hujwiri deemed the precursors of the Sufis and a full biography of the 10th- 
century mystic and martyr Mansur al-Hallaj. 
o Asrar al-khiraq wa ‘I-ma'inat' (a work on the woolen, patched garments worn by the Sufis 
of his time) 
© Kitab al-bayan li-ahl al-'iyan (a treatise on the orthodox interpretation of the Sufic ideal 
of union with God) 


AL GHAZALI 


Abt Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tus! al-Ghazalt 


Born: 1058 AD — Tus (Seljugq Empire) 
Died: 1111 AD — Tus (Seljuq Empire) 


Imam Ghazali was one of the most prominent and influential Muslim philosopher, theologian, 
jurist, and mystic, of Islam. 

As a scholar of Sunni Islam, and a most important refuter of the Mutazilites, he belonged to the 
Shafi'i school of Islamic jurisprudence and to the Asharite school of theology. 

Most Muslims consider him to be a Mujaddid, a renewer of the faith. His works were so highly 
acclaimed by his contemporaries that al-Ghazali was awarded the honorific title "Proof of Islam" 
(Hujjat al-Islam) 

Ghazali began to receive instruction in fiqh from Ahmad al-Radhakani, a local teacher. He later 
studied under al-Juwayni, who earned the title of Imam al-haramayn, the distinguished jurist and 
theologian and the most outstanding Muslim scholar of his time. 

After al-Juwayni's death in 1085, al-Ghazali was invited to go to the court of Nizam al-Mulk, the 
powerful vizier of the Seljuq sultans. The vizier was so impressed by al-Ghazali’s scholarship that 
in 1091 he appointed him chief professor in the Nizamiyyah college in Baghdad. 

While lecturing to more than 300 students, al-Ghazall was also mastering and criticizing the 
Neoplatonist philosophies of al-Farabt and Avicenna. 

He underwent a spiritual crisis in 1095, abandoned his career and left Baghdad on the pretext of 
going on pilgrimage to Mecca. Making arrangements for his family, he disposed of his wealth and 
adopted an ascetic lifestyle. 

After some time in Damascus and Jerusalem, with a visit to Medina and Mecca in 1096, he 
returned to Tus to spend the next several years in ‘uzla (seclusion). 

The seclusion consisted in abstaining from teaching at state-sponsored institutions, but he 
continued to publish, receive visitors and teach in the zawiya (private madrasa) and khangah (Sufi 
monastery) that he had built. 

In 1106, Fakhr al-Mulk, grand vizier to Ahmad Sanjar, persuaded him to return to teaching at the 
Nizamiyyah college at Nishapur. Al-Ghazali reluctantly capitulated, fearing rightly that he and his 
teachings would meet with resistance and controversy. He continued lecturing in Nishapur at 
least until 1110. 

He later returned to Tus and declined an invitation in 1110 from the grand vizier of the Seljuq 
Sultan Muhammad | to return to Baghdad. 

Al-Ghazali’s greatest work is Ihya’ ‘ulam al-din. |In this work, he explained the doctrines and 
practices of Islam and showed how these can be made the basis of a profound devotional life, 
leading to the higher stages of Sufism, or mysticism. 

Among his other works, the Tah@fut al-Faldsifa (Incoherence of the Philosophers) is a significant 
landmark in the history of philosophy, as it advances the critique of Aristotelian science developed 
later in 14th-century Europe. 

More than 400 works are ascribed to al-Ghazall. The Major works are: 
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lhya Ulumiddeen 

Tahfut al Falasifa 

Maqasid al-falasifah 
al-Mungqidh min al-dalal 
Mishkat al-anwar 

Kimiay-e Sa’ada 

Tafsir al-yaqut al-ta'wil 
Al-Qistas al-mustaqim 
al-magqsad al-asna fi sharah 
asma' Allahu al-husna 
Minhqj al-'Abidin 
Mukashafat al Qulub 
Minhaj al Arifin 

Al Awfaq 

Fatihat al Uloom 

Ma'arij al Quds 

Faza’ilul al-anam min rasa’ili 
hujjat al-Islam 

Hujjat al-Haq 
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Al-Mustasfa min '‘ilm al-usul 
Al-iqtisad fi al-i‘tiqad 
Bidayat al-Hidaya 

Al-Tibr al-masbuk fi Nasihat 
al-muluk 

Zad-e Akhirat 

Jawahir al-Qur'an 

Mizan al-'amal 

Mihak al-Nazar fi al-mantiq 
Miyar al-ilm fi fan al-Mantiq 
Qanun al Ta'weel 

Risala al Twair 

Sirr al Alamin wa Kashf ma fi 
Darain 

Al Wajiz 

Al Waseet 

Al Baseet 

Fayas! al-tafriqa bayn al- 
Islam wa-l-zandaqa 


IBN AL ARABI 
Muhyt al-Din Abd ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Alt ibn Muhammad ibn al-‘Arabi al-Hatimi al-Ta’ al- 


Andalusi 


Born: 1165 AD — Murcia, Spain 
Died: 1240 AD — Damascus (Ayyubid dynasty) 


Al-radd al-jamil li-ilahiyyat 
‘Isa bi-sarih al-Injil 
Fada'‘ih al-Batiniyya 
Kitab tahzib al-Isul 
Risalatu ladunya 
Asas al-Qiyas 
Al Arba'in fi Usooliddin 
Iliam al Awam an ilm al 
Kalam 
Al Hikmatu fi 
Makhlugatillah 
Al Khulasa (Khulasatul 
Mukhtasar) 

o Ayyuhal Walad 
Al Mankhul min Ta'leeqat 
al Usul 
Sirr al Alamin wa Kashf ma 
fi Darain 

o Al Mahabbat wa Shawq 


e lbnal Arabi was an Arab Andalusian Muslim scholar, mystic, poet, and philosopher. 

e His paternal ancestry was from the Arabian tribe of Tayy, and his maternal ancestry was North African 
Berber. 

e He is renowned among practitioners of Sufism by the names Al-Shaykh al-Akbar, from here the 
Akbariyya or Akbarian school derives its name. 

e lbn Arabi left Spain for the first time at age 36 and arrived at Tunis in 1193. After a year in Tunisia, 
he returned to Andalusia in 1194. His father died soon after Ibn Arabi arrived at Seville. When his 
mother died some months later he left Spain for the second time and travelled with his two sisters 
to Fez, Morocco in 1195. 

e He returned to Cordoba, Spain in 1198, and left Spain crossing from Gibraltar for the last time in 
1200. After visiting some places in Maghreb, he left Tunisia in 1201 and arrived for the Hajj in 1202. 
He lived in Mecca for three years, and there began writing his work Al-Futuhat al-Makkiyya. 


In 1204, Ibn Arabi met Shaykh Majduddin Ishaq ibn Yusuf, a native of Malatya and a man of great 
standing at the Seljuk court. 

This time Ibn Arabi was travelling north; first they visited Medina and in 1205 they entered 
Baghdad. This visit offered him a chance to meet the direct disciples of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilant. 
In the year 1206 Ibn Arabi visited Jerusalem, Mecca and Egypt. It was his first time that he passed 
through Syria, visiting Aleppo and Damascus. 

Later in 1207 he returned to Mecca where he continued to study and write, spending his time with 
his friend Abu Shuja bin Rustem and family, 

Out of the 850 works attributed to him, some 700 are authentic while over 400 are still extant. His 
cosmological teachings became the dominant worldview in many parts of the Islamic world. 

The doctrine of ‘Perfect Man’ (Al-Insdn al-Kamil) is popularly considered an honorific title 
attributed to Muhammad having its origins in Islamic mysticism, although the concept's origin is 
controversial and disputed. Arabi may have first coined this term in referring to Adam as found in 
his work Fusus al-hikam, explained as an individual who binds himself with the Divine and creation. 
Major Works: 


Al Futuhat al Makkiyya MashGhid al-Asrar 
Fusus al-Hikam Mishkat al-Anwar 
Tarjuman al-Ashwaq Al-Fana' fi'l-Mushahada 


Rah al-quds Risdlat al-Anwar 
At-Tadbidrat al-ilahiyyah fi islah al-Ittihad al-Kawni 
al-mamlakat al-insaniyyah 
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AL KINDI 
Abu Yusuf Yaqub ibn Ishaq Assabah Al Kindi 


Born: 801 AD - Kufa 
Died: 873 AD — Baghdad (Abbasid Caliphate) 


“Philosopher of the Arabs” & "Father of Arab Philosophy" 
His father Ishaq was the governor of Kufa, and al-Kindi received his preliminary education there. He 
later went to complete his studies in Baghdad. 
The Caliph Al Ma'mun appointed Al Kindi to the Bayt ul Hikma in Baghdad as a scholar, scientist, and 
philosopher. 
A number of Abbasid Caliphs appointed him to oversee the translation of Greek scientific and 
philosophical texts into the Arabic language. 
He dedicated his most famous work, On First Philosophy, to the Caliph Al Mu’tasim, who had chosen 
him as tutor to his son Ahmad. 
He worked with Al Khwarizmi and three mathematicians, the Banu Musa brothers. 
In the field of mathematics, he played an important role in introducing Indian numerals to the Islamic 
world, and subsequently, relabeled as Arabic numerals, to the Christian world, along with Al- 
Khwarizmi. 
He was also well known for his beautiful calligraphy, and at one point was employed as a calligrapher 
by Al-Mutawakkil. 
Al-Kindi was also one of the fathers of cryptography. 
Al-Kindi was the first great theoretician of music in the Arab-Islamic world. He is known to have 
written fifteen treatises on music theory. 
He established the tradition that was later developed by Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd. 
After his death, al-Kindi's philosophical works quickly fell into obscurity and many of them were lost 
even to later Islamic scholars and historians. 
Al-Kindi took his view of the solar system from Ptolemy, who placed the Earth at the centre of a series 
of concentric spheres, in which the known heavenly bodies are embedded. 
There are more than thirty treatises attributed to al-Kindi in the field of medicine, in which he was 
chiefly influenced by the ideas of Galen. His most important work in this field is probably De Gradibus, 
in which he demonstrates the application of mathematics to medicine, particularly in the field of 
pharmacology. 
Earlier experts had suggested that he was influenced by the Mutazilite school of theology. 
He subsequently wrote hundreds of original treatises of his own on a range of subjects ranging from 
metaphysics, ethics, logic and psychology, to medicine, pharmacology, mathematics, astronomy, 
astrology and optics, etc. 
Major Works: 

o On First Philosophy (on astronomy) 
The Book of the Judgement of the Stars (on astronomy) 
On the Stellar Rays (on astronomy) 
Kitab fi Isti' mal al-'A°dad al-Hindiyyah (On the Use of the Indian Numerals) 
Risala ft Istikhraj al-Kutub al-Mu'ammah (On Extracting Obscured Correspondence) (on 
Cryptography) 
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o Kitab al-Taraffuq fi al-'itr (The Book of the chemistry of Perfume and distillations) 
o De Gradibus (on medicine) 
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AL FARABI 


Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn Muhammad al Farabi 


Born: 872 AD — Farab, Kazakhstan 
Died: 950 AD — Damascus 


Renowned early Islamic philosopher and jurist who wrote in the fields of political philosophy, 
metaphysics, ethics, logic, mathematics, music, psychology, and education. 

He was also a scientist, cosmologist, mathematician and music scholar. He spent almost his entire 
life in Baghdad. 

In Islamic philosophical tradition he was often called "the Second Master", following Aristotle who 
was known as "the First Teacher". 

He is credited with preserving the original Greek texts during the middle Ages because of his 
commentaries and treatises, and influencing many prominent philosophers, such as Avicenna. 

His work, aimed at synthesis of philosophy and Sufism, paved the way for the work of Ibn Sina 
(Avicenna). 

Al-Farabi also wrote a commentary on Aristotle's work, and one of his most notable works is Al- 
Madina al-Fadila where he theorized an ideal state as in Plato's The Republic. Al-Farabi argued that 
religion rendered truth through symbols and persuasion, and, like Plato, saw it as the duty of the 
philosopher to provide guidance to the state. Al-Farabi incorporated the Platonic view, drawing a 
parallel from within the Islamic context, in that he regarded the ideal state to be ruled by the 
prophet-imam, instead of the philosopher-king envisaged by Plato. Al-Farabi argued that the ideal 
state was the city-state of Medina when it was governed by the prophet Muhammad as its head of 
state, as he was in direct communion with Allah whose law was revealed to him. 

In his treatise On the Cause of Dreams, which appeared as chapter 24 of his Principles of the Opinions 
of the Citizens of the Ideal City, he distinguished between dream interpretation and the nature and 
causes of dreams. 

Major works: 

Al-Madina al-Fadila 

Al Musiqi Al Kabir (The Great Book of Music) 

Al Siyasat al Madaniyya 

Fusus al Hikam 

Kitab Ihsa ul Uloom 

Risala fi'l Aql 

Kitab al Huruf 
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IBN SINA (Avicenna) 
Abu ‘Alt al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Sina 


Born: 980 AD — Bukhara, (Samanid Empire) 
Died: 1037 AD — Hamadan, Iran 


Ibn Sina is a Persian polymath who is regarded as one of the most significant physicians, 
astronomers, thinkers and writers of the Islamic Golden Age, and the father of early modern 
medicine. 

According to his autobiography, Avicenna had memorised the entire Quran by the age of 10. He 
learned Indian arithmetic from an Indian greengrocer, Mahmoud Massahi and he began to learn 
more from a wandering scholar who gained a livelihood by curing the sick and teaching the young. 
He also studied Fiqh under the Sunni Hanafi scholar Ismail al-Zahid. 

He sought to reconcile rational philosophy with Islamic theology. His aim was to prove the 
existence of God and His creation of the world scientifically and through reason and logic. 

As a teenager, he was greatly troubled by the Metaphysics of Aristotle, which he could not 
understand until he read al-Farabi's commentary on the work. 

He was particularly noted for his contributions in the fields of Aristotelian philosophy and 
medicine. 

The Canon of Medicine, a medical encyclopedia which became a standard medical text at many 
medieval universities and remained in use as late as 1650. 

He turned to medicine at 16, and not only learned medical theory, but also by gratuitous 
attendance of the sick had, according to his own account, discovered new methods of treatment. 
The teenager achieved full status as a qualified physician at age 18. 

Avicenna wrote extensively on early Islamic philosophy, especially the subjects logic, ethics, and 
metaphysics, including treatises named Logic and Metaphysics. Most of his works were written in 
Arabic — then the language of science in the Middle East — and some in Persian. 

Avicenna's theology on metaphysical issues (ilahiyyat) has been criticized by some Islamic scholars, 
among them al-Ghazali, bn Taymiyya, and Ibn al-Qayyim. 

Besides philosophy and medicine, Avicenna's corpus includes writings on astronomy, alchemy, 
geography and geology, psychology, Islamic theology, logic, mathematics, physics and works of 
poetry. Of the 450 works he is believed to have written, around 240 have survived, including 150 
on philosophy and 40 on medicine. 

Major works: 

o Al Qanun fi Tibb (\t was used as the standard medical textbook in the Islamic world and 
Europe up to the 18th century. The Canon still plays an important role in Unani medicine) 
Kitab al Shifa (a vast philosophical encyclopedia) 

Ahwal al Nafs 

Al Isharat wa Tanbihat 

Kitab al Najat 

Risala fi lbtal ahkam al Nujum (in which he cited passages from the Quran to dispute the 
power of astrology to foretell the future) 

o Kitab al Siyasa 
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AL MAWARDI 
Abd al-Hasan ‘All lbn Muhammad Ibn Habib al-Mawardi 


Born: 972 AD — Basra 
Died: 1058 AD — Baghdad 


Shafi'i historian al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d.1072) recorded Al Mawardi’s father as being a rose-water 
seller. Growing up he was able to learn Fiqh from Abu al-Wahid al-Simari and subsequently took 
up his residence in Baghdad. 

Al Mawardi is a Muslim jurist of Shafi School who played an important role in formulating orthodox 
political theory as to the nature of the authority of the caliph 

Appointed as the chief judge over several districts near Nishapur in Iran, and Baghdad itself, al- 
Mawardi also served as a diplomat for the Abbasid Caliphs al-Qa'im and al-Qadir in negotiations 
with the Buyid emirs. 

He is best known for his treatise on "The Ordinances of Government." The Ordinances, Al-Ahkam 
al-Sultaniyya w'al-Wilayat al-Diniyya, provide a detailed definition of the functions of caliphate 
government which, under the Buyids, appeared to be rather indefinite and ambiguous. 

When the Buyid emirs, who since 946 had subjected the caliphs of Baghdad to their temporal 
authority, were weakened by internal dissensions and military revolts, the moment seemed ripe 
for an attempt to reassert caliphal authority, and al-Maward! was commissioned to write an 
exposition of the prerogatives of the caliph sanctioned by religious law. His Ordinances of 
Government became an influential statement of Muslim political theory. 

Although it is essentially theoretical (as a design for the restoration of the Sunnite caliphate), the 
work was not, as some scholars have suggested, an abstract description of Caliphal authority; it 
did, however, adjust the orthodox ideal of Caliphal power to the realities of the time, treating such 
subjects as the rights, duties, and preferred characteristics of the Caliph. 

While both Basrah and Baghdad were centers of the Mu'tazila school of thought, the great Shafi'i 
jurist al-Subki (d.1355) would later condemn al-Mawardi for his Mu'tazila sympathies. 

Major Works: 

Al Ahkam al Sultaniyya 

A'lam al Nubuwwa (Personas of the Prophethood) 

Kitab Adab al Dunya wa Din 

Nasihatul Mulk 

Qawanin al Wazarah wa Siyast al Muluk 

Al Hawi Al Kabir 
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IBN RUSHD (Averroes) 
Abt al-Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Rushd 


Born: 1126 AD — Cordoba (Almoravid) 
Died: 1198 AD — Morocco (Almohad) 


Ibn Rushd was a Muslim Andalusian polymath and jurist who wrote about many subjects, including 

philosophy, theology, medicine, astronomy, physics, psychology, mathematics, Islamic 

jurisprudence and law, and linguistics. 

The author of more than 100 books and treatises, his philosophical works include numerous 

commentaries on Aristotle, for which he was known in the west as The Commentator and Father 

of rationalism. 

He was born in a family of prominent judges—his grandfather was the chief judge of the city. In 

1169 he was introduced to the caliph Abu Yaqub Yusuf, who was impressed with his knowledge, 

became his patron and commissioned many of Averroes' commentaries. Ibn Rushd also served as 

a chief judge and a court physician for the Almohad Caliphate. 

Averroes later served multiple terms as a judge in Seville and Cordoba. In 1182, he was appointed 

as court physician and the chief judge of Cordoba. 

He was an influential Islamic religious philosopher who integrated Islamic traditions with ancient 

Greek thought. 

At the request of the Almohad caliph Abu Ya‘qub Yusuf, he produced a series of summaries and 

commentaries on most of Aristotle’s works (1169-95) and on Plato’s Republic, which exerted 

considerable influence in both the Islamic world and Europe for centuries. 

Averroes was a strong proponent of Aristotelianism; he attempted to restore what he considered 

the original teachings of Aristotle and opposed the Neoplatonist tendencies of earlier Muslim 

thinkers, such as Al-Farabi and Avicenna. 

He also defended the pursuit of philosophy against criticism by Ash’ari theologians such as Al- 

Ghazali. 

Averroes argued that philosophy was permissible in Islam and even compulsory among certain 

elites. He also argued scriptural text should be interpreted allegorically if it appeared to contradict 

conclusions reached by reason and philosophy. 

His other surviving titles include On Treacle, The Differences in Temperament, and Medicinal 

Herbs. He also wrote summaries of the works of Greek physician Galen (died c.210) and a 

commentary on Avicenna's Urjuzah fi al-Tibb (Poem on Medicine). 

Major works: 

© Tahafut al Tahafut (response to an earlier attack upon philosophy, the Tahafut al Falasifa 
written by Al Gazzali) 

o Fas! al Maqal (Treatise on the Agreement between Religious Law and Philosophy) 

Al Kulliyyat fi tibb (Treatise on medicine) 

© Bidayat al Mujtahid wa Nihayat al-Muqtasid (on the differences between Islamic schools of 
law and the principles that caused their differences) 

o Al Kashf al-Manahij al-Adillah (Examination of the Methods of Proof Concerning the 
Doctrines of Religion) 

o. Kitab fi Harakat al Falak 
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IBN TAYMTIYYAH 
Taqi al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad Ibn Taymiyyah 


Born: 1263 AD — Harran 
Died: 1328 AD — Damascus (Mamluk) 


e Ibn Taymiyyah is a Muslim scholar, Muhaddith, theologian, judge, jurisconsult, who some have 
argued was a philosopher, and who has been acknowledged by some as the mujaddid of the 7th 
century of the Islamic calendar. 

e His grandfather, Abu al-Barkat Majd ad-Din ibn Taymiyyah al-Hanbali (d. 1255) and his uncle, Fakhr 
al-Din (d. 1225) were reputable scholars of the Hanbali school of law. Likewise, the scholarly 
achievements of his father, Shihab al-Din Abd al-Halim ibn Taymiyyah (d. 1284) were also well 
known. 

e In Damascus, his father served as the director of the Sukkariyya Madrasa, a place where Ibn 
Taymiyyah also received his early education. His religious studies began in his early teens, when 
he committed the entire Qur'an to memory and later on came to learn the Islamic disciplines of 
the Qur'an. From his father he learnt the religious science of figh and usul al-fiqh. 

e jlbn Taymiyyah's secular studies led him to devote attention to Arabic language and Arabic 
literature by studying Arabic grammar and lexicography under Ali ibn “Abd al-Qawi al-Tuft. He 
went on to master the famous book of Arabic grammar, Al-Kitab, by the Persian grammarian 
Sibawayhi. He also studied mathematics, algebra, calligraphy, theology (kalam), philosophy, 
history and heresiography. At the age of 20 in the year 1282, Ibn Taymiyyah completed his 
education. 

e After his father died in 1284, he took up the then vacant post as the head of the Sukkariyya 
madrasa and began giving lessons on Hadith. A year later he started giving lessons, as chair of the 
Hanbali Zawiya on Fridays at the Umayyad Mosque, on the subject of tafsir. 

e A few years later in 1296, he took over the position of one of his teachers (Zayn al-Din Ibn al- 
Munadjdjaal), taking the post of professor of Hanbali jurisprudence at the Hanbaliyya madrasa, 
the oldest such institution of this tradition in Damascus. This is seen by some to be the peak of his 
scholarly career. 

e His life was that of a religious scholar and a political activist. In his efforts he was persecuted and 
imprisoned on six occasions with the total time spent inside prison coming to over six/twelve 
years. His detentions were due to certain elements of his creed and his views on some 
jurisprudential issues. 

e lbn Taymiyyah declared jihad against the Mongol attack on the Malmuk sultanate was not only 
permissible, but obligatory. Moreover he personally participated Battle of Marj al-Saffar against 
the IIkhanid army. 

e Ibn Taymiyyah adopted the view that God should be described as he was literally described in the 
Qur'an and in the hadith, and that all Muslims were required to believe this because according to 
him it was the view held by the early Muslim community (salaf) 

e lbn Taymiyyah, together with the help of his disciples, continued with his efforts against what, "he 
perceived to be un-Islamic practices" and to implement what he saw as his religious duty of 
commanding good and forbidding wrong. 
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He have had considerable influence on contemporary ultra-conservative ideologies such as 
Wahhabism, Salafism, and Jihadism. Ibn Taymiyyah became involved in efforts to deal with the 
increasing Shia influence amongst Sunni Muslims.. 

His most famous students were Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyya, lbn Kathir and Al-Dhahabi. 

Major works: 


Al Tasfir al Kabir 

Fatawa al Misriyya 

Iqtidha'u Sirat al Mustaqeem 
Kitab al Asma wa Sifat 

Kitab al Iman 

Kitab al Radd ala al ikhna’i 
Raf'ul Mal'am 

al-Tawassul wal-Waseela 
al-Uboodiyyah 


Majmu al-Fatwa al-Kubra 

Al Aqgida al Hamawiyya al Kubra 

Al-Aqidah al-Waasitiyyah 

Al Radd alal Mantiqiyyin 

Minhaj al Sunna al Nabawiyya 

Sharah Futuh al Ghaib 

Al Sarim al Maslool ala Shatim al Rasool 
Al-Jawab al-Sahith li-man baddala din al-Masih 
Al Siyasa al Shara'iyya 
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IBN KHALDUN 
Abu Zayd ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Khaldtn al-Hadramt 


Born: 1332 AD — Tunis 
Died: 1406 AD —- Cairo 


Ibn Khaldun was a leading Arab historian and social scientist who is widely considered as a 
forerunner of the disciplines of historiography, sociology, economics, demography, etc. 
Born into an upper-class Andalusian family of North African Berber descent, the family's ancestor 
was a Hadhrami who shared kinship with Wail ibn Hujr, a companion of the Islamic Prophet 
Muhammad. His family, which held many high offices in Al-Andalus, had emigrated to Tunisia after 
the fall of Seville to the Reconquista in AD 1248. His brother, Yahya Khaldun, was also a historian 
who wrote a book on the Abdalwadid dynasty and was assassinated by a rival for being the official 
historiographer of the court. 
He learned first at the hands of his father who was a scholarly person. He received a classical 
Islamic education, studying the Quran, which he memorized by heart, Arabic linguistics, the basis 
for understanding the Qur'an, Hadith, and Figh. 
The mathematician and philosopher Al-Abili of Tlemcen introduced him to mathematics, logic and 
philosophy, and he studied especially the works of Averroes, Avicenna, Razi and Tusi. At the age 
of 17, Ibn Khaldun lost both his parents to the Black Death, an intercontinental epidemic of the 
plague that hit Tunis in 1348-1349. 
At the age of 20, he began his political career in the chancellery of the Tunisian ruler lbn Tafrakin 
with the position of Katib al-'Alamah (seal-bearer), which consisted of writing in fine calligraphy 
the typical introductory notes of official documents. 
In 1384, the Egyptian Sultan, al-Malik udh-Dhahir Barquq, made him professor of the Qamhiyyah 
Madrasah and the grand qadi of the Maliki school of figh. 
He successively held high administrative and political posts under the Umayyad, Almoravid, and 
Almohad dynasties 
19 th-century European scholars widely acknowledged the significance of his works and 
considered Ibn Khaldun to be one of the greatest philosophers of the Middle Ages. 
Ibn Khaldun's notable work is the 'Kitab al Ibar' (52+!) GUS) originally conceived as a history of the 
Berbers but later expanded in focus to a universal history. Kitab al Ibar divides into seven books. 
Al Mugaddimah (4.44!) is considered the first book, the magnum opus of him. It is a monumental 
work established the foundations of several fields of knowledge, including the philosophy of 
history, sociology, ethnography, and economics. Muqaddima is also based around Ibn Khaldun's 
central concept of ‘Asabiyyah, which has been translated as "social cohesion", "group solidarity", 
or "tribalism". 
Major Works: 

o Kitab al-‘Ibar (with Al-Muqaddimah) 

o Lubabu I-Muhassal, a commentary on the Islamic theology of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi 

o. Shifa'u I-Sa'il, a work on Sufism. 

o. Allaga li-s-Sultan, a work on logic. 
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AHMAD SIRHINDI 
Ahmad al-Faruqi al-Sirhindt 


Born: 1564 AD -— Sirhind, Punjab (Mughal) 
Died: 1624 AD — Sirhind 


Sirhindi was an Indian Islamic scholar, a Hanafi jurist, and a member of the Naqshbandi Sufi order. 
He learned logic, philosophy and theology and read advanced texts of tafsir and hadith under 
another scholar from Kashmir, Yaqub Sarfi Kashmiri (d.1595), who was a sheikh of the tariqa 
Hamadaniyya Mir Sayyid Ali Hamadani Sufi Order. Qazi Bahlol Badakhshani taught him 
jurisprudence, Sirah and history. 
Titled “Mujaddid Alf-e Thani” (Renewer of the second millennium) for his work in rejuvenating 
Islam and opposing the newly made religion of Din-i Ilahi and other dissident opinions of Mughal 
emperor Akbar. 
Sirhindi elaborated a new set of Sufi doctrines and disciplines grounded in following the prophetic 
Sunna and Sharia. After Sirhindi’s death, the Naqshbandiyya became renowned as the 
‘Naqshbandiyya-Mujaddidiyya’, named after Sirhindi's title. 
Sirhindi emphasizes Sufi initiation and practices as a necessary part of shariah, and criticizes jurists 
who follow only the outward aspects of the sharia. 
He was initiated into three Sufi lineages: the Chishtiyya, the Qadiriyya, and the Suhrawardiyya, 
and eventually joined the Naqshbandi order through the Sufi missionary Khwaja Baqi Billah, and 
became a leading master of this order. 
Most of the Naqshbandi suborders today, such as the Mujaddidi, Khalidi, Saifi, Tahirt, Qasimiya 
and Haqqani sub-orders, trace their spiritual lineage through Sirhindi. 
Prolific writer who addressed the need for revival of orthodoxy, suppression of superstitious Sufi 
practices, and humiliation of infidels. Prime concern was to integrate Sufi ideas within a Sunni 
framework. 
Sirhindi promoted the concept of wahdat al-shuhud. According to this doctrine, the experience of 
unity between God and creation is purely subjective and occurs only in the mind of the Sufi who 
has reached the state of fana’ fi Allah (to forget about everything except Almighty Allah). Sirhindi 
considered wahdat ash-shuhud to be superior to Ibn al-Arabi's wadat al-wujud, which he 
understood to be a preliminary step on the way to the Absolute Truth. 
Sirhindi's notions of Islamic orthopraxy/orthodoxy and reflections on Sufi doctrine are discussed 
extensively in his Maktubat (536 Collected Letters), which have been translated from the original 
Persian into Arabic, Turkish and Urdu. 
Major works: 

o Maktubate Imam-e-Rabbani 
Ithbat al-nubuwwa 
Mabda’ wa-ma’ad 
Makashafat-e ayniyya 
Ma’arif al laduniya 
Radd-e Rawafiz 


Sharh-e ruba:iyat-e khwaja Baqi billah 
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SHAH WALIULLAH DEHLAWI 
Qutb-ud-Din Ahmad Waltullah Ibn ‘Abd-ur-Rahim Ibn Wajth-ud-Din 
Ibn Mu‘azzam Ibn Mansur Al-‘Umari Ad-Dehlawt 


Born: 1703 AD — Muzaffarnagar 
Died: 1762 AD — Delhi (Mughal) 


Shah Waliullah was an Islamic theologian, muhaddith, renewer, historiographer and bibliographer 
from the Mughal Empire. 

His father, Shah Abdur Rahim was the founder of the Madrasah-i Rahimiyah. He was on the 
committee appointed by Aurangzeb for compilation of the code of law, Fatawa-e-Alamgiri. His 
grandfather, Sheikh Wajihuddin, was an important officer in the army of Shah Jahan. 

He was known as Shah Walliullah because of his piety. He memorized the Qur'an by the age of 
seven. Soon thereafter, he mastered Arabic and Persian letters. 

By sixteen he had completed the standard curriculum of Hanafi law, theology, geometry, 
arithmetic and logic. 

He had a son who was also a famous religious scholar, Shah Abdul Aziz. 

He started his career by translating the anti-Shia track of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, radd-e-rawafiz, 
into Arabic under the title of "al-muqaddima tus-saniyyah fil intisar al-firqa te-sunniya”. 

He is also credited being the first to translate the Quran into Persian in the Indian subcontinent. 
He continued to criticize the Shias in his books like Qurat-ul Ainain, Izalatul Khafa and Fuyuz-ul 
Haramain. 

He felt a debt to the Sufis for spreading Islam throughout India. He also appreciated Sufi 
spirituality. Waliullah built a bridge between Sufis and the Ulama. 

Shah Walliullah worked hard to ensure that he was a role model for other Muslims. His deep 
understanding of the Qur'an, Hadith, Fiqah and Tasawwuf made him highly knowledgeable scholar 
at an early age. 

One of his most important contributions to the Muslim community was his organisation of 
opposition to the Maratha Empire, who had captured large parts of India which were under the 
control of the Mughal Empire before and had reduced the Mughal emperor to a mere puppet. He 
joined forces with local Muslim leaders which resulted in the defeat the Marathas at The Battle of 
Panipat in 1761. 

Major works: 


Hujjatullah al-baligha 
Al-Khayr al-kathir 
Al Tafhimat al Ilahiyya 


Izalatul Khafa an Khilafatil Khulafa 
Al Insaf fi Bayani Sabab al Ikhtilaf 
Iqd al Jid fi Ahkam al Ijtihad wa Taqlid 
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Fathu Rahman fi Tarjumat al Quran 
Al Budur al Bazigha 
Fuyuz-ul Haramain 


Al Fawz al Kabir 
Sata'at 
Lamahat 
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SIR SYED AHMAD KHAN 
Sir Syed Ahmed Taqvi bin Syed Muhammad Muttaqi 


Born: 1817 AD — Delhi (Mughal) 
Died: 1898 AD -— Aligarh (British India) 


Sir Syed is an Islamic reformer, pragmatist, Muslim educator, and philosopher of nineteenth 
century British India. 

Born into a family with strong debts to the Mughal court, Anmed studied the Quran and Sciences 
within the court. He was awarded an honorary LLD from the University of Edinburgh in 1889. 

In 1838, Syed Ahmed entered the service of East India Company and went on to become a judge 
at a Small Causes Court in 1867, retiring from 1876. During the Indian Rebellion of 1857, he 
remained loyal to the British Raj and was noted for his actions in saving European lives. 

Believing that the future of Muslims was threatened by the rigidity of their orthodox outlook, Sir 
Ahmad began promoting Western-style scientific education by founding modern schools and 
journals and organising Islamic entrepreneurs. Syed criticized the Indian National Congress. 

In 1859, Syed established Gulshan School at Muradabad, Victoria School at Ghazipur in 1863. 
Through the 1850s, Syed Anmed Khan began developing a strong passion for education. 

In 1875, founded the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh, the first Muslim university 
in Southern Asia. 

Sir Syed wished for the welfare of Muslims, and wanted to have Western thinking and style come 
along with it. Sir Syed founded a modern madrassa in Muradabad in 1859; this was one of the first 
religious schools to impart scientific education. 

Upon his transfer to Aligarh in 1864, Sir Syed began working wholeheartedly as an educator. He 
founded the Scientific Society of Aligarh, the first scientific association of its kind in India. 

Syed maintains a strong legacy in Pakistan and among Indian Muslims. He strongly influenced 
other Muslim leaders including Allama Iqbal and Jinnah. 

His advocacy of Islam's rationalist (Wu tazila) tradition, and at broader, radical reinterpretation of 
the Quran to make it compatible with science and modernity, continues to influence the global 
Islamic reformation. 

In 1855, he finished his scholarly, well researched and illustrated edition of Abul Fazl's Ai'n-e 
Akbari, itself an extraordinarily difficult book. 

Major Works: 


Tafsir al Quran wahuwal Huda wal Furqan 
Asbab-e-Baghawat-e-Hind (Reasons for the 
Indian Revolt of 1857) 

Asrar-us-Sanadid (Great Monuments) 


Silsilat-ul-Muluk 

Al-Du'a Wa'l Istajaba 

Zila al-Qulub bi Zikr al-Mahbub 
Kimiya-i-Sa'dat 

Tuhfa-i-Hasan 

Tabyin-ul-Kalam 

Tahsil fi jar-i-Sagqil 

Loyal Muhammedans of India 


Tabyin-ul-Kalam fi Tafsir-al-turat-wa'l Injil ala 
Mullat-al-islam (The Mohomedan Commentary 
on the Holy Bible). 
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SHIBLI NOMANI 


Born: 1857 AD — Azamgarh, UP 
Died: 1914 AD — Azamgarh 


Shibli Nomani was an Islamic scholar from the Indian subcontinent during British Raj. He was from 
the 'Nomani family which was descended from Imam Abu Hanifa Noman bin Sabit 

He is known for the founding of the Shibli National College in 1883 and the Darul Mussanifin 
(House of Writers) in Azamgarh. 

Shibli was a scholar in Arabic, Persian, Turkish and Urdu. He was also a poet. 

He collected much material on the life of the Prophet of Islam, Muhammad but could write only 
first two volumes of the planned work the Sirat-un-Nabi. His disciple, Sulaiman Nadvi, made use 
of this material and added to it and also wrote remaining five volumes of the work, the Sirat-un- 
Nabi after the death of his mentor. 

His teacher, in his early life, was Maulana Muhammad Faroog Chirayakoti, a rationalist scholar. 
Shibli went to Makkah for the Hajj and there, he devoted his time to furthering his studies in 
Islamic theology, history, philosophy and Sufism from different scholars in Arabia. Due to these 
two opposite influences in the younger years of his life, Shibli, therefore, had reasons to be both 
attracted and repelled by Aligarh. 

When he returned to India from the Middle East, he met Syed Ahmed Khan who had just 
established Aligarh Muslim University. Nomani was offered and joined a teaching position at the 
university on 1 February 1882. 

He taught Persian and Arabic languages at Aligarh for sixteen years where he met Thomas Arnold 
and other British scholars from whom he learned first-hand modern Western ideas and thoughts. 
He travelled with Arnold in 1892 to Syria, Egypt, Turkey and other countries of the Middle East. 
In Cairo, he met noted Islamic scholar Sheikh Muhammad Abduh (d.1905) 

After the death of Sir Syed Ahmed in 1898, he left Aligarh University and became an advisor in the 
Education Department of Hyderabad State. From his policy, the Osmania University of Hyderabad 
adopted Urdu as the medium of instruction. 

In 1905, he left Hyderabad and went to Lucknow to become the principal of Nadwat tul-'Ulum. He 
introduced reforms in the school's teaching and curriculum. 

At Nadwa, he had wanted to establish ‘Darul Musannifin’ (the House of Writers) but he could not 
do this at that time. Eventually one of his disciples, Syed Sulaiman Nadvi fulfilled his dream and 
established Darul Musannifin at Azamgarh. 

Shibli wished for the welfare of Muslims and he wanted to make them self-reliant and self- 
respecting by regaining their lost heritage and tradition. 

Shibli was a staunch supporter of Pan-Islamism. He wrote poems and articles decrying the British 
and other Western powers urged the world Muslims to unite. 


Major works: Sirat-un-Nabi Al-Ghazali o Sher-ul-‘Ajam 


Sirat an-Nu'man Imam Ibn-e-Tamia o Ilm-e-Kalam 


Al-Faruq Mawlana Rumi o Safar Nama e Rome- 
Al-Ma'mun Aurangzeb Alamgir o-Misr-o-Sham 
Par Ek Nazar 


22 


ALLAMA IQBAL 
Sir Muhammad Iqbal 


Born: 1877 AD — Sialkot, Punjab 
Died: 1938 AD — Lahore 


Allama Iqbal was a Muslim poet, philosopher and politician from Punjab, British India, whose 
poetry in Urdu and Persian is considered to be among the greatest of the modern era. 

After studying in England and Germany, Iqbal established a law practice, but concentrated 
primarily on writing scholarly works on politics, economics, history, philosophy and religion. 

He learned the Arabic language from his teacher, Syed Mir Hassan, the head of the madrasa and 
professor of Arabic at Scotch Mission College in Sialkot 

In 1895, he enrolled at Government College in Lahore, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts in 
philosophy, English literature and Arabic in 1897. 

In 1899, he received his Master of Arts degree from the same college and had the first place in the 
University of the Punjab. 

While studying for his Masters degree, Iqbal came under the influence of Sir Thomas Arnold, a 
scholar of Islam and modern philosophy at the college. Arnold exposed the young man to Western 
culture and ideas, and served as a bridge for Iqbal between the ideas of East and West. 

At Sir Thomas's encouragement, Iqbal travelled to Europe and spent many years studying there. 
Iqbal qualified for a scholarship from Trinity College, University of Cambridge, and obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1906. In the same year he was called to the bar as a barrister at Lincoln's Inn. 
In 1907, Iqbal moved to Germany to pursue his doctoral studies, and earned a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree from the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich in 1908. 

In Europe, he started writing his poetry in Persian as well. Throughout his life, Iqbal would prefer 
writing in Persian as he believed it allowed him to fully express philosophical concepts, and it gave 
him a wider audience. 

Following the formation of the All-India Muslim League in 1906, Iqbal was elected to the executive 
committee of its British chapter in 1908. 

Iqbal began his career as a reader of Arabic after completing his Master of Arts degree in 1899, at 
Oriental College and shortly afterward was selected as a junior professor of philosophy at 
Government College Lahore. 

In 1908, he returned from England and joined the same college again as a professor of philosophy 
and English literature. In the same period Iqbal began practising law at the Chief Court of Lahore, 
but he soon quit law practice and devoted himself to literary works, becoming an active member 
of Anjuman-e-Himayat-e-lslam. In 1919, he became the general secretary of the same 
organisation. 

Iqbal had a great interest in Islamic studies, especially Sufi beliefs. In his poetry, apart from 
independent ideologies, he also explores concepts of submission to Allah and following the path 
of Prophet Muhammad. 

His vision of an independent state for the Muslims of British India was to inspire the creation of 
Pakistan. 
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He did not support Indian involvement in World War | and stayed in close touch with Muslim 
political leaders such as Mohammad Ali Jouhar and Muhammad Ali Jinnah. He was a critic of the 
mainstream Indian National Congress, which he regarded as dominated by Hindus 

He is known as Muffakir-e-Pakistan (The Thinker of Pakistan), Shair-e-Mashriq (The Poet of the 
East), and Hakeem-ul-Ummat (The Sage of Ummah). He is officially recognised as the ‘National 
Poet’ in Pakistan. 

Major Works: 


The Reconstruction of Religious o Zabur-e-Ajam (Persian Psalms) 
Thought in Islam o Javed Nama (Book of Javed) 

The Development of Metaphysics in o Bang-e-Dara (The Call of the Marching 
Persia (Doctoral Thesis) Bell) 


o Asrar-i-Khudi (Secrets of the Self) Bal-e-Jibril (Wings of Gabriel) 

o Rumuz-i-Bekhudi (Hints of Selflessness) Zarb-i-Kalim (The Rod of Moses) 

o Payam-e-Mashrig (The Message of the Armughan-e-Hijaz (The Gift of Hijaz) 
East) Pas Cheh Bayed Kard ai Aqwame Sharq 


MAULANA ILYAS KANDHLAWI 


Muhammad Ilyas ibn Muhammad Isma‘ll Kandhlawt Dihlawi 


Born: 1884 AD — Kandhla, UP 
Died: 1944 AD — Nizamuddin, Delhi 


Muhammad Ilyas Kandhlawi was an Indian Islamic scholar who founded the Tablighi Jama’at 
Islamic revivalist movement, in 1925, in Mewat province. 

He completed memorizing the Qur'an and studied the elementary books of Arabic and Persian 
language mostly under his father's supervision in Nizamuddin area, Delhi. 

Later on, he lived with and studied under Rashid Ahmad Gangohi. He adopted the sprituality and 
piousness in company with Rasheed Ahmad. 

In 1908, Muhammad Ilyas enrolled in Darul Uloom Deoband. He also studied under Mahmud 
Hasan Deobandi. 

He was appointed as a teacher in "Mazahirul uloom" Saharanpur in 1328 AH. 

He performed pilgrimage with Hazrat Shaikhul-Hind and Hazrat from Saharanupur in 1332 AH. 
His concept of eliminating the people of 'Mewat' was only to spread religious education among 
them and bring them out of ignorance. After much effort so many 'Maktabs'(religious institutions) 
were established in 'Mewat' which provide students with Qura'nic, religious and urdu education. 
As the preaching work started in 'Mewat' step by step it got fame in nearby areas Muzaffarnagar 
and Saharanpur and the congregations (team of preaching) started working in these regions. 
Hence, the preaching work reached the remote areas like, Peshawar and Sindh in his life time. 

In the early 1920s, he prepared a team of young madrasah graduates from Deoband and 
Saharanpur and sent them to Mewat to establish a network of mosques and Islamic schools 
movement. 
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The people of South Asia started calling the devotees Tablighi and this name eventually became 
popular among the common people. The Tablighi Jamaat has since gone on to become one of the 
most widespread grassroots Islamic movements in the world with a presence in hundreds of 
countries, including Canada, South Africa and the UK. 
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ABUL KALAM AZAD 
Abul Kalam Ghulam Muhiyuddin Ahmed bin Khairuddin Al-Hussaini Azad 


Born: 1888 AD — Mecca 
Died: 1958 AD — New Delhi 


Abul Kalam Azad was an Indian scholar, Islamic theologian, independence activist, and a senior 
leader of the Indian National Congress during the Indian independence movement. 

Azad settled in Calcutta with his family in 1890. 

Following fluency in Arabic as a first language, Azad began to master several other languages 
including Bengali, Hindustani, Persian, and English. He was also trained in the Sharia, mathematics, 
philosophy, world history, and science by tutors hired by his family. 

Following India's independence, he became the First Minister of Education in the Indian 
government Minister of Human Resource Development (until 25 September 1958, Ministry of 
Education) 

Azad composed poetry in Urdu, as well as treatises on religion and philosophy. 

He rose to prominence through his work as a journalist, publishing works critical of the British Raj 
and espousing the causes of Indian nationalism. 

Azad became the leader of the Khilafat Movement, during which he came into close contact with 
the Indian leader Mahatma Gandhi. He was a supporter of Gandhi's ideas of non-violent civil 
disobedience, and worked to organise the non-co-operation movement in protest of the 1919 
Rowlatt Acts. Azad committed himself to Gandhi's ideals, including promoting Swadeshi 
(indigenous) products and the cause of Swaraj (Self-rule) for India. 

In October 1920, Azad was elected as a member of foundation committee to establish Jamia Millia 
Islamia at Aligarh in U. P. 

In 1923, at an age of 35, he became the youngest person to serve as the President of the Indian 
National Congress. He served again as the Congress president from 1940 to 1945, during which 
the Quit India rebellion was launched. Azad was imprisoned, together with the entire Congress 
leadership. 

He was one of the most important national leaders of the time, prominently leading the causes of 
Hindu-Muslim unity as well as espousing secularism and socialism. 

His contribution to establishing the education foundation in India is recognised by celebrating his 
birthday as National Education Day across India. 

He fiercely criticised the British for racial discrimination and ignoring the needs of common people 
across India. He also criticised Muslim politicians for focusing on communal issues before the 
national interest. 
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He established an Urdu weekly newspaper in 1912 called A/-Hilal, and openly attacked British 
policies while exploring the challenges facing common people, but it was banned in 1914. 
Azad started a new journal, the Al-Balagh, which increased its active support for nationalist causes 
and communal unity. In this period Azad also became active in his support for the Khilafat agitation 
to protect the position of the Sultan of Ottoman Turkey, who was considered the Caliph or Khalifa 
for Muslims worldwide. 
Major works: 

o Tarjumanul Quran 

o Ghubar-e-Khatir 

oO Tazkirah 

o India Wins Freedom 
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ABUL A’LA MAUDUDI 
Syed Abul A'la Maududi 


Born: 1903 AD — Aurangabad, British India 
Died: 1979 AD — New York, U.S. 


Abul A’la Maududi was a colonial Indian and Pakistani Islamist, Muslim philosopher, jurist, 
historian, journalist, activist and scholar. 

Until he was nine, Maududi "received religious nurture at the hands of his father and from a variety 
of teachers employed by him. 

He translated Qasim Amin's al/-Marah al-jadidah a modernist and feminist work, from Arabic into 
Urdu at the age of 11. 

He learned English and German in order to study, intensively, Western philosophy, sociology and 
history for full five years. 

Even if he began to get seriously involved in journalism from the early 1920s onwards, being 
appointed editor of the leading weekly Urdu newspaper Taj of Jabalpur in 1920 at the age of 17. 
From 1924 to 1927 Maududi was the editor of al-Jamiah, the newspaper of the Jamiyat-i Ulama. 
In 1932 he joined another journal (Tarjuman al-Quran) and from 1932 to 1937 he began to develop 
his political ideas, and turn towards the cause of Islamic revivalism and Islam as an ideology, as 
opposed to what he called "traditional and hereditary religion". 

By 1937 he became in conflict with Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind and its support for a pluralistic Indian 
society where the Jamiat hoped Muslims could "thrive ... without sacrificing their identity or 
interests." 

At this time he also began work on establishing an organization for Da'wah that would be an 
alternative to both the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League. 

In August 1941, Maududi founded Jamaat-e-Islami in British India as a religious political 
movement to promote Islamic values and practices. His Mission was supported by eminent 
scholars such as Maulana Amin Ahsan Islahi, Mualana Muhammad Manzoor Naumani, Maulana 
Abul Hassan Ali Nudvi and Maulana Naeem Siddiqui. 
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At the time of the Indian independence movement, Maududi and the Jamaat-e-lsami actively 
worked to oppose the partition of India. After it occurred, Maududi and his followers shifted their 
focus to politicizing Islam and generating support for making Pakistan an Islamic state. 

He believed that Islam was essential for politics, and that it was necessary to institute sharia and 
preserve Islamic culture and abandon immorality, from what he viewed as the evils of secularism, 
nationalism and socialism, which he understood to be the influence of Western imperialism. 
Maududi held that humans should accept God's sovereignty and adopt the divine code, which 
supersedes manmade laws, terming it a "theodemocracy", because its rule would be based on the 
entire Muslim community, not the ulema. 

He was the first recipient of the Saudi Arabian King Faisal International Award for his service to 
Islam in 1979. 

He has been the second person in history whose absentee funeral was observed in the Kaaba, 
succeeding King Ashama ibn-Abjar. 

His numerous works, which "covered a range of disciplines such as Qur’anic exegesis, hadith, law, 
philosophy and history", were written in Urdu, but then translated into English, Arabic, Hindi, 
Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Burmese, Malayalam and many other languages. 


Tafhim al Quran 

Al Jihad fil Islam 

Purdah 

Khutbat 

Shahdate Haqq 
Huqooquz Zaujain 
Kitab-Us-Saum 

Islam Aur Zabte Weladat 
Tafheem ul Ahadith 


Khilafat o Malookiat 

Yahoodiat Wa Nasraniat 
Rasael o Masael 

Quran ki Char Bunyadi Istilhahe 
Islam Ki Buniyadi Taalimat 
Sunnat Ki Aaini Haisiat 

Islami Siyasat 

Qadiyani Masla 

Sood 
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